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dressed for the day. I was beginning to think that they
kept rather curious hours up-country when, noticing the
table-servants clearing away the debris of breakfast from
under a splendid tree in the garden, from a table around
which had been grouped a dozen chairs, I realised that the
household had been astir before daybreak, that the sahibs
had probably been out for a couple of hours already on
horseback, had had their early breakfast under the tree,
and were now resting for a space before commencing the
more serious work of the day. In some other parts the
official day commenced at six, and at noon all the offices
closed, and the tired official returned home to bathe, break-
fast, and rest. In Lower Bengal one sat throughout the
usual official hours of the heat of the day, and early cutcherry,
as it was called, or office was unknown. I visited, in pious
pilgrimage, the historical staircase defended by my grand-
father, Mr DaviSj in the Nandesur House, and after a couple
of days' halt in the holy city, packed myself and belongings
into a bullock-coach, in whiclrl was to rumble for days along
the splendid road through the beautiful wild country lead-
ing through Mirzapore to Jubbulpore. The route was well
supplied with dak-bungalows, or travellers' rest-houses, at
easy distances; and as the weather was very hot, I would
make up a bed in the coach, travel during the night, and
spend the heat of the day at the rest-house. Relays of
bullocks of a fine powerful breed were placed at stages all
along the road, and at last, after several days' journey, one
found oneself in Jubbulpore, the most northern, and one of
the most important stations of the new Provinces to the
staff of the Governor of which I had now been appointed,
I had a very cordial reception from the Commissioner, with
whom I passed a day, and then set out in tremendous heat
to cross the hilly range that divides what were called the
Saugor and Nerbudda Provinces from Nagpore. The road
through the jungle country had been splendidly engineered,
and being a main artery of traffic towards Bombay, was kept
in excellent order. This was the post-road along which, in